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WHO European Healthy Cities Network

–The Network consists of cities around the 

WHO European Region that are committed to 

health and sustainable development: nearly 100 

cities and towns from 30 countries. 

–They are also linked through national, regional, 

metropolitan and thematic Healthy Cities 

networks. A city joins the WHO European 

Healthy Cities Network based on criteria that 

are renewed every five years.

Each five-year phase focuses on core priority 

themes and is launched with a political 

declaration and a set of goals.



Phases I–VI of the WHO European Healthy 

Cities Network

• European Healthy Cities Network

From the very beginning of the Healthy Cities 

movement, its members decided that, to focus 

their efforts, the WHO European Healthy Cities 

Network would adopt some specific themes for a 

five-year period, called a phase. This provided a 

benchmark to measure progress and a useful 

way to set priorities among the many interesting 

and challenging tasks involved in becoming a 

healthy city. 



Phases

• Phase V (2009–2013) 

• Phase V gives priority to health and health 

equity in all local policies. Cities are focusing on 

three core themes:

• caring and supportive environments

• healthy living

• healthy urban design.

• Phase V is supported by the Zagreb Declaration 

for Healthy Cities. 



Phases

– Phase VI will support cities in strengthening 

their efforts to bring key stakeholders together 

to work for health and well-being, to harness 

leadership, innovation and change and to 

enhance the potential to resolve local public 

health challenges. 

–The concepts of the city health profile and the 

(inter-sectoral) city health development plan 

remain valid and they will be adapted to reflect 

the wider scope of the WHO European Healthy 

Cities goals in Phase VI. 
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• The WHO European Healthy Cities Network 

consists of cities around the WHO European 

Region that are committed to health and 

sustainable development: nearly 100 cities and 

towns from 30 countries. They are also linked 

through national, regional, metropolitan and 

thematic Healthy Cities networks. A city joins the 

WHO European Healthy Cities Network based on 

criteria that are renewed every five years.

• Each five-year phase focuses on core priority 

themes and is launched with a political 

declaration and a set of goals.



Phase VI

Innovation, leadership and shared governance for 

health and well-being

• The WHO European Healthy Cities Network is 

now positioned as a strategic vehicle at the local 

level for implementing Health 2020, the new 

European policy and strategy for health and well-

being. Health 2020 recognizes the important 

leadership role of local governments in 

developing health, with a strong emphasis on 

whole-of-government and whole-of-society 

approaches.
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Phase VI 

• Phase VI will support cities in strengthening their 

efforts to bring key stakeholders together to 

work for health and well-being, to harness 

leadership, innovation and change and to 

enhance the potential to resolve local public 

health challenges. The concepts of the city 

health profile and the (intersectoral) city health 

development plan remain valid and they will be 

adapted to reflect the wider scope of the WHO 

European Healthy Cities goals in Phase VI.



Phase VI 

www.euro.who.int>>

Healthy city network

Please, find your healthy city coordinator in your 

country and at your municipality.

Thanks!


