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RIVAS VACIAMADRID. Brief introduction


Rivas Vaciamadrid is a middle sized city located in the Metropolitan area of Madrid.



The mobility planning is affected by two outstanding characteristics: its rapid
population growth (the population has grown from 652 inhabitants in 1982 to
82,301 in 2014 (30/12/2014) and its low urban population density (less than
4,000 people/km2).



Thirty years ago, most people used to go to Madrid to work, study, for services or
even in their leisure time. Nowadays the city has schools, leisure and cultural
facilities and services, having consolidated itself as a city of tertiary sector
employment, even though a considerable amount of people continue going to
Madrid for working.

 In 2010 the City Council of Rivas Vaciamadrid passed the Sustainable Urban Mobility

Plan (SUMP). The SUMP is linked to the Rivas Zero Emissions Plan (R0EP), the
city’s strategic plan for sustainability, aiming to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
50% between 2008 and 2020, and to be carbon neutral by 2030.

RIVAS VACIAMADRID. Brief introduction

SUMP 2009
 As private vehicles currently account for 81% of transport related energy

consumption, Rivas Vaciamadrid aims to reduce the share of journeys in private
vehicles, to increase the significance of collective transport and to lift the
proportion of non-motorized journeys. Furthermore, Rivas aims to reduce
traffic-induced noise and air pollution.

 The city’s SUMP proposes actions to achieve these objectives through 5 thematic areas:

pedestrian, bicycle, public transport, private vehicles incl. parking
facilities, and stakeholder and citizen involvement.

2013 SUMP AWARD
1. Commitment to sustainable mobility principles
 The implementation of every action of the SUMP has been accompanied by an

environmental, economic and social assessment. Sustainability principles were
assessed with the local political agenda with decision makers and key policy
stakeholders including local political authorities, municipal technical staff, ecologist
groups, environmental NGOs, trade unions, media, local community organizations,
local business associations, local interest group, transport operators, cycle/walking
groups, transport users and disabled people.

 To reinforce the sustainability principles in the SUMP the City Council is involved in

supporting structures: on a regional level, Rivas Vaciamadrid engages in working groups
related to Madrid’s Transport Regional Committee, at national level within the
Spanish Network of Cities for Climate and the Spanish Smart Cities Network,
at European level in the Covenant of Mayors, the CIVITAS Forum, and in working
groups related to the EU projects QUEST, ISEMOA, STARS, ENDURANCE and
BUMP.

2013 SUMP AWARD
2. Territorial Integration
 The transport authority for the Autonomous Community of Madrid MTRC (Madrid

Transport Regional Committee), the municipalities as well as public and private
companies collaborate closely to coordinate services, networks and fares.

 Rivas Vaciamadrid collaborates with neighbouring authorities. For example, a

pedestrian ring connecting the city to one of Madrid’s districts as well as to the
neighbouring municipalities Getafe, San Martín de la Vega and Arganda del Rey is
currently being improved. The public bicycle rental scheme Bicinrivas is in the
process of being connected with other neighbouring authorities.

 The SUMP also takes into consideration the fact that the residential area is divided into

three districts, which show different urban characteristics: buildings and local trade are
predominant in the West District, whereas single-family houses and shopping-centers
predominate the Middle and East Districts. In order to participate in urban mobility
planning, each district authority has created its own Mobility District Committee.
The needs assessed by these Committees have been taken up and specific pedestrian

routes and school paths are examples of measures currently under execution.

2013 SUMP AWARD
3.Sectoral integration
 In 2009-2010,a working group for integrating related policies within the

SUMP brought together local political authorities and technical staff with
responsibility in urban and land use planning, control of activities, works,
infrastructure, environment and safety. This working group consulted different
urban plans, the accessibility local plan (then recently adopted) and the diagnosis of the
future safety local plan (still in elaboration), among others. Other stakeholders and Areas
were involved in the design of the SUMP as Area of Education,Area of Health, Area of
Children and Youth,Area of Elderly People, Area of Sports , Area of Culture and Area of
SocialWelfare.

 Other examples of activities that relate to various policy fields are the School Path

Programme reaching out to both environmental and road-safety education, as well as
the European Mobility Week and Car Free Sunday Programme bringing together
staff with responsibility in mobility and in environmental education, as
well as road safety education stakeholders, cycle and skate groups,
children/parents associations, sport clubs and others.

Lessons learnts through 2013 SUMP Award
Benefits of winning the SUMP award
 Comparison with other towns, visualization among residents and recognition

Next steps in the project after receiving this award
 Expanding our public cycling system and developing school paths around the city by

involving parents, children, teachers, local police officers, etc.

 Mobility ordinance

Challenges and opportunities
 To involve citizens and stakeholders in the changes and decisions.
 Innovation and social change can be implemented through community cooperation –

often without a big budget.

 To work in cooperation with other cities through networks.

Public Cycling scheme

School Path Programme

Healthy and pedestrian circuits
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